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This decision is in response to applicant's Petition to Withdraw Holding of 
Abandonment," filed on 15 April 2005. It has been treated as a petition under 37 CFR 1.181. 



On 21 August 2002, applicant filed international application PCT/AU02/01 121, claiming 
a priority date of 28 June 2002. A copy of the international application was communicated to the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) from the International Bureau on 08 
January 2004. The deadline for entry into the national stage in the United States was thirty 
months from the priority date, 28 December 2004. 

On 05 October 2004, applicant submitted a transmittal letter for entry into the national 
phase in the United States accompanied by a declaration of the inventor and a check for $1080. 

On 21 March 2005, the Office mailed Notification of Abandonment indicating that 
applicant failed to pay the basic national fee by thirty months. 

On 15 April 2005, applicant submitted a request to withdraw the holding of abandonment 
indicating that they had included a check for $1080 with their submission. 



On 05 October 2004, the basic national fee in the United States was $1110, when the 
USPTO was neither the IPEA nor the ISA. However, applicant's fees were not due until 28 
December 2004. On 08 December 2004, USPTO's fee structure changed. The applicable fees 
were: basic national fee $300, examination fee $200 and search fee $400. The total fees required 
were $900. 
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As such, applicants paid the basic national fee, along with the others mentioned, prior to 
thirty months from the priority date. The notification of abandonment issued in error. 



For the reasons set forth above, the petition under 37 CFR 1 . 1 8 1 is GRANTED . 

The Notification of Abandonment (Form PCT/DO/EO/909) mailed 21 March 2005 is 
VACATED . 

This application is being forwarded to the National Stage Processing Branch of the Office 
of PCT Operations for further processing in accordance with this decision. The application has a 
date of 08 December 2004 under 35 U.S.C. §371(c)(l), (c)(2) and (c)(4). 
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